Aetat. 64.]
The order of the clans.
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' Make my compliments to all those to whom my compliments may be welcome.
' Let the box1 be sent as soon as it can, and let me know when to expect it.
' Enquire, if you can, the order of the Clans : Macdonald is first, Maclean second; further I cannot go.    Quicken Dr. Websters.
' I am, Sir,
'Yours affectionately,
1 Nov. 27,1773.'
' SAM. JOHNSON.'
' MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON.
' Edinburgh, Dec. 2, 1773.
' You shall have what information I can procure as to the order of the Clans. A gentleman of the name of Grant tells me, that there is no settled order among them; and he says, that the Macdonalds were not placed upon the right of the army at Cullo-den3; the Stuarts were. I shall, however, examine witnesses of every name that I can find here. Dr. Webster shall be quickened too. I like your little memorandums; they are symptoms of your being in earnest with your book of northern travels.
' Your box shall be sent next week by sea. You will find in it some pieces 'of the broom bush, which you saw growing on the old castle of Auchinleck. The wood has a curious appearance when sawn across. You may either have a little writing-standish made of it, or get it formed into boards for a treatise on witchcraft, by
way of a suitable binding.'
*           *           *           **          #           *           *
1  This was a box containing a number of curious things which he had picked up in Scotland, particularly some horn spoons.   BOSWELL.
2  The Rev. Dr. Alexander Webster, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, a man of distinguished abilities, who had promised him information concerning the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.   BOSWELL.
3  The Macdonalds always laid claim to be placed on the right of the whole clans, and those of that tribe assign the breach of this order at Culloden as one cause of the loss of the day.   The Macdonalds, placed on the left wing, refused to charge, and positively left the field unassailed and unbroken.   Lord George Murray in vain endeavoured to urge them on by saying, that their behaviour would make the left the right, and that he himself would take the name of Macdonald.   WALTER SCOTT.
' MR. BOSWELL
